
Orienteering Merit Badge - Beginning Monday April 30th.
Please be prepared and bring a protractor style flat base compass similar to the picture below. One compass required per €ach scout
participanl. (Do not buy a brass o.lens sighiing compass.)

Inerpensive air dampened compasses similar io this one costs about $7 whereas a qxalily llquid
filled one cos|s less than S10. which can be Durchased at Walrnart.

In order to pass this meril badge you willbe requned b demonstrate proficiency with a map and
conpass. The requirements are listed below

Merit badge requirements

l. Show lhat you know lirsl ald for the types ofinjuries thal cor.rld occur while orienleering,
inclLrding curs, scratches. blisters, snakebite, insect stirgs, rick bites, hear and cold reactions (sunbum. hearsroke. hear
exhaustion, hypothefmia), and dehydmtion. Explain to your counselor why you should be able to identiry poisonous plants
and poisonous animals that rre found in your area.
2. Explain whal orienleering is.
3. Do the ibllowirg:

a. Explain how a compass works. Describe fie featur€s ofan oriente€riog comFss.
b. ln the 1icld, show how to take a compass bearing and lbllow it.

4. Do the following:
a. Explair how r topogmphic map shows lermin ltatures. Poini out and name ijv€ rcrrain tearures on a map and in
the field.
b. Point out and name l0 synbols on a topographic map.
c. Ilxplain th€ meaning ofdeclination. Tell why yo nusr consider declinatioo when using map and compass
together.
d. Show a topographic map wi$ magnetic north-south lines.
e. Show how !o measure distances using an orienteering compass,
r l  Show ho$ ro onenr J mrp I \ rng c Lorrprs

5. Set up a l00rne1e. plce course. Detemline your walking and running pace for 100 meters. Tell why it is inportan! lo
pace-counr.
6. Do the fbllowing:

a. Identiiy 20 internalional contrcl descdption symbols. Tell the nrerning ol'each symbol.
b. Show a control desciplion sh€et and explair the inlbnnation provided.
c. Explaii the tbllowing tefms and tell when you would use them: attack point. collectirrg fealure, aiming oll
conlouing, reading ahead, handrail. relocatior, rough ve6us fine orientecring.

7. Do fie following:
a. Take palt in three orienteering e.r'ents. One ofthese must be a cross-couDlry coufse.,N
b. Alier each evenl. wfire a rcpot with (1) a copy of rhe mas@r map and control descripdon sheel, (2) a copy of fie
roule you look on the coulse. (3) a discrssion ofhow you could imprcve your linr belween conlrol poirls, and (4) a
list ofyour malor weaknesses on this course. Describe whar you could do 1() impmve.

8. Do ONE ofthe tbllowjngi
a, Se! up a cross-country course ofat least 2,000 meDrs long wrth al leasl live confol markers, Prepare lhe nustef
Dup and conrol desciplion sheel.
b. Set rp a score orienteedng course with 12 cortrol points ard a nne Lmit ofrt least 60 minutes. Prepare the
master map and contrcl description sheet.

9. Ac! as an ofticial during an orlenteering even. This may be during tbe flrnning ofthe course you set up fof requircment 8.
10. Teach orienteering iechnlques to yourpalrol, rroop or crew.
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